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deepest responsibility to pass on this home,
without harm, to our children, our grand-
children, and generations yet to come.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:40 p.m. on
January 30 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 31.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act
January 31, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 26, 1997, I issued Presidential
Determination No. 97–35 (copy attached)
and thereby exercised the authority to grant
certain exemptions under section 6001(a) of
the Act.

Presidential Determination No. 97–35 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s operat-
ing location near Groom Lake, Nevada, from
any Federal, State, interstate, or local hazard-
ous or solid waste laws that might require
the disclosure of classified information con-
cerning that operating location to unauthor-
ized persons. Information concerning activi-
ties at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified, and its disclosure would be harm-
ful to national security. Continued protection
of this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The Determination was not intended to
imply that in the absence of a Presidential
exemption RCRA or any other provision of
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons,
but rather to eliminate any potential uncer-
tainty arising from a district court decision
in pending litigation, Kasza v. Browner (D.
Nev. CV–S–94–795–PMP), the relevant ap-
peal which, was subsequently dismissed as
moot (9th Cir. Nos. 96–15535 and 96–15537;
decided January 8, 1998). The Determina-
tion also was not intended to limit the appli-
cability or enforcement of any requirement
of law applicable to the Air Force’s operating

location near Groom Lake except those pro-
visions, if any, that would require the disclo-
sure of classified information.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on February 2.

Remarks on Submitting the 1999
Federal Budget
February 2, 1998

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come. Good morning. Thank you, Mr. Vice
President, Mr. Bowles, members of our eco-
nomic team, members of the Cabinet, and
administration. And I thank the large num-
bers—large number of Members of Congress
who have come here today, and others, all
of you here, for the submission of the first
balanced budget in 30 years, one that will
truly strengthen our Nation for the 21st cen-
tury.

This budget marks the end of an era, an
end to decades of deficits that have shackled
our economy, paralyzed our politics, and held
our people back. It can mark the beginning
of a new era of opportunity for a new ‘‘Amer-
ican Century.’’

Consider what has been achieved in so
short a time. In the 12 years before I took
office, trickle-down economics led to an ex-
plosion in the Federal deficit which quad-
rupled our national debt in only 12 years.
Government deficits soaked up trillions of
dollars in capital that should have been used
for productive investment. Massive deficits
led to high interest rates that slowed growth.
And massive deficits also paralyzed the Con-
gress in their attempts to invest in our future,
as we spent more and more and more of the
taxpayers’ dollars just to pay interest on the
debt we had run up.

The new economy was being held back by
old political ideas and arrangements. The
deficit was more than an economic reality;
it was a powerful symbol that Government
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